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R I MARKS 

The Office Action mailed October In. 2o()2 has been re\ie\\ed and carefully considered. 
( hums 1 4 and 2^ ha\ e been amended.. C 'hums 35 and 30 ha\ e been cancelled. ( "laims 1 4 lo 34 are 
pendine in this application, w ith chums 1 4 and 2~ heme the independent claims. Reconsideration ot 
the abo\ e-identilled application, as amended, and in \ lew of the follow me remarks is respect t ully 
rcqticsled. 

It is noted that the file docs not contain a Patent Draw me Review by the Patent Office 
Draflspcrson. It is requested that this Review be undertaken and a Review b\ the 1 )raftsperson be 
issued m response to this Amendment. 

In the Office Action mailed October 1(>. 2oo2 (paec5). Claims 35 and 3d were rejected 
because '"the lower number of the knksson ranee touches on the tipper number of the present 
ranee". The limitations of claims 35 and 3d have been added to independent claims 14 and 2~. 
respeetix el\ . so the examiner's rejection of claims 35 and 3(> would now apply to claims 14 and 2". 
It is presumed that "'the present ranee" refers to the ranee recited in amended claims 14 and 2 
(pre\iousl\ claims 35 and 3(0. This rejection is not understood. As prc\iousl\ stated in the 
Amendment dated September 5. 2002. knksson discloses a nip leneth of 3o to loo nun. amended 
claims 14 and 2~ recite a nip leneth of 'loss than" 3<>mm. These two ranees do not "touch", as 
alleecd b\ the i:\anuner. The recited phrase "less than 3o" does not encompass 3<>. thcrctorc there 
is no "touchme" of the ranees. Although it is not believed neeessar\. the claims ha\ e been amended 
to further clarifx the recited ranees by rccitine "less than and not equal to 3d". Since amended 
claims 14 and 2~ clearK do not "touch upon" the ranee disclosed in knksson. and since the other 
prior art references relied upon In the examiner do not disclose this limitation, amended 
independent claims 14 and 2~ arc patentable o\ er the prior art of record. 1 )ependent claims 1 5 to 20 
and 2n to 34 are patentable tor the same reasons that independent claims 1 4 and 2^ are patentable. 

Since these arguments were addressed in the pre\ ions .Amendment and m the pcndine 
Office Action. Applicants submit that the amendments to claim 14 and 2" do not raise new issues 
thai w ould require further consideration and or search. 
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Applicants respcclfullx suhniil that this application is in condition lor allowance, and sucl 
action is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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